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SPRING INTO ACTION IN 2007





AECVS NEWS





Community Development Worker – good news





As you may be aware, Kate Nutt is currently our Community Development Worker. Unfortunately, the funding for this post comes to an end on 31st March which would result in AECVS no longer having a Community Development Worker. 





However, the Board of AECVS recognise the invaluable support and advice this post gives to local community groups and has therefore agreed to extend Kate’s contract until the end of June. Please make the most of this short term opportunity and contact Kate if you need help or advice eg. identifying grant funders, assistance with completing grant application forms, reviewing your group’s constitution, Charity Law and OSCR. 





Joyce’s secondment





Joyce Harkness is still on secondment to D&G Federation of CVS three days a week (Wed-Fri)


and is only in the AECVS office Monday and Tuesday. In her absence Kate Nutt or Nancy Hannah will be happy to help you.





Contact details for Kate and Nancy are on page 2.








Dumfries & Galloway Society for the Deaf (DGSD)





DGSD have appointed a researcher to investigate and identify unmet needs and service/support gaps of deaf adults and children in Dumfries & Galloway. On completion of the research a report will be produced highlighting the steps to be taken to meet the needs and aspirations of deaf people in the area. For further info contact Andy Irvine by e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:andy@dgdp.org.uk" ��andy@dgdp.org.uk�, visit the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.dgdp.org.uk" ��www.dgdp.org.uk� or call 07712 583462.
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Charities





Annual Returns to OSCR





When completing the annual return for submission to OSCR please ensure the charitable purposes selected are correct. The charitable purposes should reflect the objects in your constitution. If you are unsure which purposes should be selected for your group call Kate on 01387 810974 for advice.





Please also remember to enclose a copy of your group’s most recent accounts with the annual return. The charity number should be detailed on the accounts which should be signed by a Trustee (committee member) as having been approved at the AGM and also by the independent examiner (original signatures). 





If you are unsure how to complete the annual return or what to submit with it give Kate a call and she will be able to advise.





Nationwide Awards for Voluntary Endeavour





This is your chance to nominate someone who you believe deserves an award for the outstanding contribution they have made to their local community. The closing date for nominations is 30th April 2007. For further info visit nationwide.co.uk or collect a leaflet from the AECVS office.





Charities





New Guidance for Charities





The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has just published a new guidance document, � HYPERLINK "http://www.oscr.org.uk/ScottishCharityAccounting.stm" \o "Link to guide on OSCR website (opens in new window)" \t "_blank" �Scottish Charity Accounts – A guide to the 2006 Regulations�. All charities should now have received a copy which will have been sent to the contact details held on the OSCR Charity Register.


Included in the pack is a set of fictional receipts & payments accounts that comply with the new Regulations and should help charities prepare their annual accounts.  





Two further examples of  receipts and payments accounts and a workpack to help charities prepare receipts and payments accounts will be published on the OSCR website shortly.


 


The new regulations under the Charity Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 apply to financial years which begin on or after 1 April 2006. 


If your charity hasn’t received a copy of these new guidelines you can download a copy from the website www.oscr.org.uk or call 01382 220446. 


If you need guidance in preparing the accounts in the required format or have any queries regarding OSCR please call Kate at AECVS on 01387 810974.

















Annandale & Eskdale Council for Voluntary Service (AECVS)





16 High Street


Lochmaben, DG11 1NH


Tel 01387 810974


Fax 01387 812010


Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.aecvs.org.uk" ��www.aecvs.org.uk�


Email    � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@aecvs.org.uk" ��info@aecvs.org.uk�


Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-4  Open to the public Mon-Fri 9-1





AECVS Staff: 


Senior Development Officer


Joyce Harkness


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@aecvs.org.uk" ��info@aecvs.org.uk�





Community Development Worker: 


Kate Nutt


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cdw@aecvs.org.uk" ��cdw@aecvs.org.uk�





Office Administrator: 


Nancy Hannah


� HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@aecvs.org.uk" ��admin@aecvs.org.uk�





Handyvan Co-ordinator


Yvette Nutt


Tel 01387 812014


� HYPERLINK "mailto:handyvan@aecvs.org.uk" ��handyvan@aecvs.org.uk�





Access to Work Co-ordinators


Liz Thompson


Pat Wield


� HYPERLINK "mailto:atw@aecvs.org.uk" ��atw@aecvs.org.uk�





AECVS is a member of the Scottish Council of Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) and Dumfries & Galloway Federation of Councils for Voluntary Service (DGFedCVS) and a partner in the South of Scotland Network of Councils of Voluntary Service (SoSNet).





Scottish Charity Number    SCO13763


Company Number SC176394





�       �





Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) 


E-Learning courses





SCVO has developed a suite of e-learning courses focusing on various aspects useful for voluntary groups. In particular there are modules on Governance: 'Being part of a governing body', ‘Tools and Techniques' and ‘Structure and Status’. These will be followed shortly by two further modules looking at finance and human resource responsibilities. Each course allows the learner to take the course at a level appropriate to their prior learning and circumstances. E-Learning courses can be accessed by going to � HYPERLINK "http://www.scvo.org.uk" ��www.scvo.org.uk� and choosing Services and Resources and then E-Learning.





Foneaid





FoneAid is a fantastic fundraising initiative, which will help you raise money for anything that your voluntary organisation needs.





All you need to do is collect mobile phones of any age and condition and in return you’ll receive £3.00 per phone. On top of this, Foneaid will donate £100.00 worth of vouchers for every 100 phones collected, so making money for your organisation couldn’t be easier.





Simply register your organisations’ details on the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.foneaid.org.uk" ��www.foneaid.org.uk�, or call Gemma on 01625 667867, and she’ll send you all the materials needed to run your collection.  











Good for You


Good for your Brain





Dementia is the progressive loss of the powers of the brain. The most common kinds are Alzheimer’s disease and vascular dementia. Good for You – Good for your Brain is an informative booklet answering questions on how to reduce your risk of dementia. To get a copy call 0845 456 7739 or visit www.goodforyourbrain.org 








Good Company 


– the magazine for socially enterprising people!





Good Company is Scotland's new publication for all those involved in social, co-operative and ethical enterprise. It is a lively and challenging publication aimed at all those interested in social enterprise from educators, decision makers to those at the front line who are creating new forms of enterprise and delivering high quality services to their communities. The magazine is published quarterly and each issue explores a different theme eg. renewable energy, housing and communities, co-operative enterprise, social care etc. To get a taste of what is in the March issue and to subscribe visit the website at www.good-company.info 








3rdForceBuying.com





3rdForceBuying.com is a selling and buying marketplace designed especially for charities and voluntary organisations to find a range of suitable products and services to buy, and for large and small businesses to advertise their offerings to Scotland's vast voluntary sector. Discounts are available on software, stationary, insurance and much more. Visit the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.3rdforcebuying.com" ��www.3rdforcebuying.com� �





Scottish Spring Clean 


April 2007 





There hasn't been an official Scottish litter pick for six years, but this April National Spring Clean is leaping back onto the event calendar. Keep Scotland Beautiful is calling for volunteers to sign up to take part in the nation's biggest litter pick during  April. Participants can enter a prize draw to win £100 of B&Q vouchers.





Groups and individuals can register by visiting the Keep Scotland Beautiful website � HYPERLINK "http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/springclean" \o "link to kepp scotland beautiful website (opens in new window)" \t "_blank" �www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/springclean�. A free, custom-made Clean-Up Kit with all the information and materials needed to get started will then be issued.








New telephone number for Police





Local contact number for non-emergency calls is 





0845 600 5701





WHAT’S ON





Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland Surgery Tour in Dumfries 27th March





As part of the surgery tour Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland is holding a surgery in the Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries on Tuesday 27th March. This event is an opportunity for local recognised charities to have a one-to-one session with an Assessor to discuss a project, the funding required and how to apply to the Foundation. To arrange an appointment at the surgery call 0870 902 1201.








Volunteers Week 2007


1st - 7th June





Watch this space! 





INFO INFO INFO





Membership Renewal





In past years we have asked you to complete a membership renewal form. We will no longer be asking you to do this as your group’s membership will be automatically renewed. 





If your group no longer wishes to be a member, or the contact details for your group change, please advise us by letter or e-mail.





Contributions to the Newsletter





We would welcome any articles or information your group may wish to contribute to the Newsletter. If possible please e-mail contributions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:cdw@aecvs.org.uk" ��cdw@aecvs.org.uk�, or send hard copies to Kate at the AECVS office address detailed on page 2.





Befriending Network





You may remember from the December newsletter that AECVS had commissioned a feasibility study to establish if there is a need for a Befriending Service in Annandale & Eskdale. The study is now complete and we await the final report from Befriending Network Scotland who carried out the work. Once we have the report we intend to hold a meeting with stakeholders to present the findings. More details to follow. 























WHAT’S ON





Falls Day


2nd May 10am-4pm


Browne House, Crichton Campus, Dumfries





The Falls Day will be an opportunity to hear what work has been done in term of falls prevention and falls treatment in Dumfries & Galloway by the Council and the NHS and also the chance to hear about the approach taken in Perth & Kinross. 





The interactive workshops will help to capture the thoughts and experiences of the audience which will then be used to develop a strategy for the region. Further details available from Jean Elgar, D&G Council on 01387 260950.








INFORMATION


ROUND UP





Funding





People’s Millions


This is a partnership between Big Lottery Fund and ITV where viewers vote for the project they want to receive funding. Grants of up to £80k are available for community projects. Closing date for applications is 17th May and application forms are available by calling 0845 0101112 or by visiting  � HYPERLINK "http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk" ��www.biglotteryfund.org.uk� 





Community Capital Fund


This fund is administered by A&E Area Committees and is aimed at projects which provide long term, sustainable benefits to the local community. Applications must be greater than £10k. For further info call Kate.

















Social Investment Scotland – finance to build communities





Who we are


Social Investment Scotland (SIS) provides a range of loan finance to social economy organisations in Scotland and our aim is to stimulate the demand for loan funding among Scotland’s most progressive ‘more-than-profit’ organisations. 





What we do


By ‘more-than-profit’ we mean organisations offering services for community benefit, or perhaps employing people for job creation purposes, which retain any surpluses earned, either to sustain and develop their activities or to subsidise and support their social missions.  We offer loans and support to ‘more-than-profits’ either based or operating in Scotland and our priorities focus on those organisations unable to obtain any or all of the finance they need from conventional sources, such as banks.





Types of Loans


We provide loan finance ranging from £10,000 up to £500,000 for periods from 1 to 7 years at affordable rates which are fixed over the life of the loan. In the case of property loans the repayment period can be extended to 10 years. Loans are available for purchase, new build or refurbishment of property, purchase of equipment, working capital and organisational development. Bridging finance is also available.





Find out more


Visit the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com" ��www.socialinvestmentscotland.com� or write to Social Investment Scotland, 1 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2BD. To obtain a copy of our free guide to loan finance for social economy organisations call Catherine Valentine on 0131 558 7706 or send an e mail to info@socialinvestmentscotland.com.














AECVS, your local


Council for Voluntary Service (CVS) exists to support local voluntary and community action
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