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TWO PEOPLE WITH SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE!
Pictured left is AECVS Chairman, John Scoular presenting HandyVan
Administrator, Yvette Nutt, with her certificate for successfully
completing her SVQ Il in Business & Administration.
Furthermore, on 6th May, did anyone spot John picking his wits
against Anne Robinson on the Weakest Link? We are proud to say
he did not have to do the walk of shame as he WON!

Well done to both!

Funding roadshow

AECVS co-ordinated the annual Funding and Information road-
show which was held in February. The event was well attended
with over 45 local groups represented and a good mix of fun-
ders and agencies in the marketplace including The Big Lottery
Fund, Lloyds TSB Foundation and the Energy Savings Trust. As
well as the marketplace there were workshops on Energy and
Writing Funding Applications. Pictured right is Kate Nutt
talking to Andy Aitken, Convenor of A&E Federation of Village

& Community Halls.

BEFRIENDING SERVICE FOR OLDER PEOPLE

You may recall from previous newsletters that a steering
group was set up in 2007 to develop a proposal for a Be-
friending Service for Older People in Annandale & Eskdale.
Following development of the proposal The Richmond Fel-
lowship Scotland were appointed as lead agents in March
2008 and spent the following nine months trying to secure
funding for the project. Unfortunately, mainly because they
are a national organisation, they have been unsuccessful.

The steering group re-convened earlier this year to agree a
way forward and decided it may be best for a local organisa-
tion to take the lead. However, before they had the chance to
progress, the Council (under the Fairer Scotland Fund) invited
organisations in D&G to tender for delivery of a Befriending
Service in the four local areas of D&G. This Befriending Ser-
vice was not just to be for older people but other vulnerable
groups of people too.

As the steering group felt the contact value was not sufficient
to deliver the service and, more importantly, because the ser-
vice could not be solely for older people, the steering group
agreed they would not submit a tender. They will, however,
wait to see what service will be commissioned and then de-
cide whether to proceed to seek funding for our proposal.
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...digital
outreach

Bringing clarity to the digital world

INTRODUCING THE
SMALL GRANT
PROGRAMME

Digital Outreach is providing a Grant programme to en able local organisations and groups to
increase awareness of the switchover from analogue to digital television by running events or other activities in connection
with switchover. The one requirement we have is that the grant should be to help engage people, fund activities or raise
awareness of switchover in a way that adds value to what is already planned. We want to help local organisations to include
digital switchover information in local events, meetings, presentations and visits with the target groups we need to reach.
We are encouraging groups to come up with innovative or unusual ways of raising awareness and understanding about the

digital switchover.

. WHO CAN APPLY—any community group or third sector organisation can apply for a grant

. WHO AND WHAT DO WE FUND? CAN YOU DEMONSTRATE THAT YOUR EVENTS OR ACTIVITIES

WILL ENGAGE: Older People

People with sensory, mobility or dexterity impairments

People with learning difficulties

People who have experienced mental health problems
People whose first language is not English
People who may be socially isolated

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE GRANT SCHEME
Contact Freda on 01557 331345
or email Freda.Lewis@stewartrycvs.org.uk

Dumfries & Galloway Housing Partnership has
launched this year’s Community Pride Fund. The
fund was set up to recognise DGHP’s role in the re-
gion’s communities and provides funding for a range of
projects as diverse as gardening and community clean
up projects to local events and the arts.

Application pack can be downloaded from the DGHP
website at www.dghp.org. Alternatively call the
Service Centre on freephone 0800 011 3447 or lo-call
0845 606 3447 to get one sent to you.
Closing date for applications is 5.00 pm
Tuesday 30 June 2009.

AWARDS FOR ALL— this new and improved Awards for
All small grants programme now involving the Big Lottery
Fund, sportscotland and the Scottish Arts council will con-
tinue to make awards of between £500 and £10000 to grass-
roots groups in the community and voluntary sector, health
bodies, schools and statutory bodies. The four new out-
comes for Awards for All, which each project should con-
tribute towards are:
. People have better chances in life
. Communities are safer, stronger and more able to
work together to tackle enequalities

. People have better and more sustainable services and
environments
. People and Communities are healthier.

To find out more about the new programme, including case
studies, new priorities as well as the new guidance and ap-
plications materials, please visit www.awardsforall.org.uk

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT EVENT
At
EASTERBROOK HALL, DUMFRIES
8th July 10-11 am

A one day conference “Understanding and Influencing
Your Parliament is being organised at the Parliament in
November this year. This conference is aimed purpose-
fully at local grass-roots voluntary organisations (rather
than national/head-office charity and voluntary sector
groups based in Edinburgh or Glasgow). The aim of the
day will be to skill-up local voluntary groups to campaign
more effectively in the Parliament and have their voices
heard by MSPs and parliamentary committees.

In order to promote the November conference the Parlia-
ment is holding a policy conference launch on Wednesday
8th July at Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries. Hosted by the
Presiding Officer, Alex Fergusson MSP, who will be out-
lining the aim of the November Conference and encourag-
ing local voluntary sector groups to sign up. The Dumfries
launch will be a relaxed informal event—refreshments will
be provided. BOOKING FOR THE DUMFRIES
EVENT IS ESSENTIAL.

Please contact:

Paul Anderson

Community Partnerships Manager
Room DG.06, The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

Tel: 0131 348 5357 or
paul.anderson@scottish.parliament.uk




/ Are you interested in working across the generations and building bridges between young and
Q \Q\ old?

The Scottish Centre for Intergenerational Practice has been set up to support and encourage all
of Scotland's generations to work, learn, volunteer and live together.

Generations it will work with public, private and voluntary sector organisations, as well as individuals and
Workin families, to share best practice, provide information and support, and develop new opportuni-
g ties for the generations to work together in our communities. An opportunity for groups to

Tog ether take advantage of free training and funding opportunities.

Want to find out about a Local Intergenerational Network then register for the
FREE EVENT
being held in the
MURRAY ARMS HOTEL, GATEHOUSE OF FLEET

on 30th June 09 10 am—2 pm.
Lunch provided.
Showcase examples from across the region and the rest of Scotland.

For further information contact Penny Halliday,
YANA Family Support Services, 26 Dalrymple Street, Stranraer DG9 7ER
Tel: 01776 889929

ENERGY SAVING & RENEWABLE

THE FUTURE IS OLDER ENERGY SOURCES

International Conference

040: Older people for Older People Village Halls, community groups interested in

energy saving and renewable energy measures
can obtain FREE advice and support. During the
last months, a few halls owned and managed by
the community could get 60% towards the capital
costs for renewables and 75% for the installation
of energy efficiency measures. Often match
funding could be added.

8-9th September 2009

Venue:
University of Glasgow, Rutherford-McCowan Building
Crichton University Campus, Dumfries

This conference is hosted by the University of Glasgow’s
Centre for Research in Health and Social Issues based on
the University’s Dumfries Campus. The Centre is a part-
ner in the O40 project led by UHI Millennium Institute
that aims to establish social organisations to maintain

Carola Menzel offers a free and independent ser-
vice and can be contacted at the

Renewables Development Energy Agency,

older people healthily and happily in their own communi-
ties for as long as possible. It promotes a positive view of
ageing and encourages generations to work together. The
040 project is led by the Centre for Rural Health, UHI
Millennium Institute

This conference is for policymakers, health and social
care practitioners, community developers, NHS and local
authority managers, the voluntary and social enterprise
sectors, regional development agencies, academics and
for communities. Share your views on this important
topic and help shape the older future

For a conference programme and registration form please
visit the O40 website at www.040s/eu

Donald Hendrie Building,
Auchincruive,

Ayr KA6 5HW
Tel: 01292 525508

www.energyagency.org.uk
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ADULTS AT RISK UPDATE
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FUNDING....... FUNDING....

Google Grants (UK) - The Google Grants UK beta pro-
gramme supports organisations sharing Google’s philosophy
of community service to help the world in areas such as:

. Science and technology

. Education

. Global public health

. The environment

. Youth advocacy

. The arts

Designed for registered charities, Google Grants provides
free advertising on Google Ad/Words, to charities seeking to
inform and engage their constituents online. Google Grants
has given free AdWords advertising to hundreds of charita-
ble groups whose missions range from animal welfare to
literacy, from supporting homeless children to promoting
HIV education. As a result of this free advertising many
charities have experienced an increase in the recruitment of
volunteers and sponsorship. Applications can be made at
any time.

Community Cash Awards (UK) - Young people are being
given the chance to claim a share of £1 million to help
tackle the dangers of drugs, crime and play a positive role in
their community. Distributed by youth charity “The
Prince’s Trust”. The awards worth £250—£5000 are avail-
able to disadvantaged 14—25 year old who want to trans-
form their area and learn practical skills. Projects could
range from improving local youth facilities to sex education
workshops in schools. Projects must

. Be run and managed by local people between the ages
of 14 and 25

. Clearly benefit the local community

. Benefit the people running the project

. Be a new or developing project.

Applications can be made at any time
www.princes-trust.org.uk

UK—German Challenge Fund (UK) - Primary, secondary
schools and FE colleges as well as youth groups in the UK
and Germany are able to apply for funding support through
the UK German Challenge Fund. This is a new fund to de-
velop curricular and extra-curricular projects between UK
and German schools and youth groups that encourage young
people to pick a topic or subject of their choice and explore
it in an international context. Grants will not exceed
£5000.00. Application deadling 31st July 2009.
www.ukgermanconnection.org/microsites

Heritage Grants—£50000 plus (UK) - Projects should con-
serve and enhance the nation’s diverse heritage or encourage
more people to be involved in their heritage or both. Pro-
jects should also make sure that everyone can learn about,
have access to and enjoy their heritage.

Applications can be made at any time.

www.hlf.org.uk

Independence at Home (UK) - a national charity that helps
improve independence, comfort, safety, dignity and quality
of life for people with long-term illness and disability by
helping towards the cost of adaptions, equipment or other
things that are not available from public funds. To be eligi-
ble to apply an individual will need to be referred to Inde-
pendence at Home by a social worker, occupational thera-

Its Your Community Initiative (UK) - 02 have committed
£1 million to the “Its your Community” Initiative. Provides
grants of £100—£1000 to individuals and groups to improve
their local environment. Projects supported in the past in-
cluded environment projects sucha as turning derelict land
into an amenity park, wildlife area, tree planting, creating a
wildlife pond, renovation neglected river and canal foot-
paths, providing water butts and recycling facilities in vil-
lage halls. Applications can be made at any time.
WwWw.itsyourcommunity.co.uk

pist, specialist nurses, disability and health advice workers;
or key workers from other major charities

www.independenceathome.org.uk

The Voluntary Action Fund (VAF) - the Community
Chest, a new grant aimed at smaller community groups and
voluntary organisations across Scotland, will provide grants
of up to £1000 and free training to groups with an annual
income under £25000. Groups can apply for funding for a
wide range of activities or operational costs. Keen to fund
activities that will help build and develop strong organisa-
tions, for example; training for committee members and vol-
unteers; visits to other organisations and conferences or
professional support and consultancy. Applications for the
Community Chest programme are welcome throughout the
year with deadlines on 31 March, 30 June, 30 September
and 31 December. Application form can be downloaded
from the VAF website at

www.voluntaryactionfund.org.uk or contact Patricia or
Chris at VAF—tel: 01383 620780 or by email at
Patricia.McKibben@voluntaryactionfund.org.uk

Bus Service Operators Grant (UK) - Not for profit organi-
sations that operate community transport schemes may be
able to claim fuel duty rebates through the Bus Service Op-
erators grant scheme. To be eligible organisations need to
operate services wholly or mainly used by:

. People aged over 60

. Disabled people

. People receiving income support

. People receiving jobseekers allowance

. People suffering a degree of social exclusion

. People who believe it is unsafe for them to travel on

public transport
. Carers or people under 16 accompanying any of the
above

An organisation wishing to receive Bus Service Operators
Grant (BSOG) first has to apply for acceptance on to the
BSOG scheme. To enable the body’s eligibility to be
checked it should submit to the Dept. for Transport a copy
of its Section 19 permit and such other documentation as is
necessary to show that it provides transport services in the
eligible categories.

www.dft.gov.uk




BT Community Connections Awards—BT Community
Connections has been run by BTs Corporate Responsibility
Unit since 2000. Community Groups can apply for the
award’s package that consists of multi-media internet ready
computer; a contribution towards one year’s broadband inter-
net access through BT Total Broadband, and a community
website. The package is valued at £1300. Silver surfers, play-
groups, out of school clubs, pre schools, cultural groups, local
environmental initiatives and youth sports organisations have
in the past benefitted from this award. Closing date for appli-
cations is the 9th June for postal applications and the 11th June
for online applications.

www.btcommunityconnections.com

Town Centre Regeneration Fund (Scotland) - The Scottish
Government has announced that Scottish Towns affected by
the recession are invited to bid for their share of the £60 mil-
lion Town Centre Regeneration Fund. Organisations that are
eligible to apply to the fund include:

. Local authorities

. Community planning partnerships

. Business improvement districts

. Town centre managers

. Local chambers of commerce

. Businesses as well as community and voluntary groups

This is a capital only fund and the type of actions eligible to be
funded include improving the infrastructure of town centres
(parking, access, etc), diversification of the mix of services
and amenities within a town centre, acquisition of gap sites
and vacant properties for redevelopment. There will be two
opportunities to submit applications. The first deadline date is
1st June 2009 with decisions on applications expected by the
end of July. A second assessment round for applications re-
ceived after June 1 and before August 21 will also take place.
Results of this round should be known in October 2009.
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/
town-centres/tcrf

Association for Industrial Archaeology Grants (UK) - can

now make available restoration grants for range of historic and

industrial archaeology purposes. To be eligible to make an

application the project must be for

. The restoration of historically, technically, architectur-
ally, and/or archaeologically important industrial build-
ings, structures, machinery, vehicles and vessels within
the UK

. The heritage asset must be covered by a Conservation
Policy and/or Statement

. The heritage asset must be sustainably managed, dis-
played and interpreted for the public.

Maximum grant available is £15000 and must be for capital
expenditure. Closing date for applications is the 1st June 2009
www.industrial-archaeology.org.uk/arestore.htm

CashBack for Communities (Scotland) - Scottish Govern-
ment CashBack for communities scheme is funded from the
proceeds of crime. The ill-gotten gains of serious organised
criminals are taken from them and reinvested in communities
to make a real difference to the lives of young people through-
out Scotland. Cashback for Communities funding is also
available through the Arts and Culture strand. The fund,
which will be administered by Arts and Business Scotland,
will encourage Scottish businesses to match every £1 of gov-
ernment investment. This will effectively double the money
and release a minimum of £1,200,000 over the next two years.
The funds will be used to promote social inclusion through the
arts for ‘looked after’ young people and young carers between
the ages of 10 and 19 years.

www.cashbackscotland.com

The Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust (UK) - makes
awards ranging up to £15000 to craftsmen and women of all
ages to help them further their careers. Applicants need to
demonstrate that they already have a high level of skills and
are firmly committed to the craft or trade, and must live and
work permanently in the UK. Scholarships are awarded twice
a year. Scholarships can be used to fund further study, training
and practical experience to improve craft and skills, but cannot
be used for acquiring equipment, premises or for other busi-
ness set up costs. Application deadline is 5th June 2009.
www.gest.org.uk/index.htm

The Nationwide Foundation’s Small Grants Programme

(UK) - aregistered charity set up and funded by Nationwide

Building Society, offers grants of up to £5000 through its

Small Grants Programme to charities with incomes of under

£500,000. The Foundation is seeking projects that aim to sup-

port, survivors of domestic abuse to build their financial capa-

bility in order to:

. Help them live independently and achieve improved
quality of life

. Older people who face financial exclusion in order to
help them achieve improved quality of life

. Survivors of domestic abuse to live independently and
achieve improved quality of life

. Older people with their housing needs

Applications can be made at any time.

www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk

The Tesco Charity Trust has announced that it is now ac-
cepting applications for grants to support children’s education
and welfare projects. The funding is available to community
and voluntary groups who can apply for grants of between
£500 and £4000. Projects previously supported have included
. Sensory garden or room projects

. Outdoor classrooms

. Breakfast and after school clubs
. Holiday play-schemes
. Part funding to purchase minibuses

Closing date for applications is 30th June 2009.

www.tescoplc.com

Hilton in The Community Foundation (UK) - an opportu-
nity to apply for grants of up to £50000 per year. Grants have
been made to organisations including registered charities and
schools for activities and projects that meet one of the Founda-
tion’s three chosen areas of focus.

. Young People—Education

. Young People—Health

. Disaster Relief and International Fund

The next closing date for applications is 4th August 2009
www.hilton-foundation.org.uk




